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DARUL IFTA — DEPARTMENT OF ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE
A Division of Jamiah Qasimul Uloom
3482 Lawrence Ave. E, 2™ floor, Unit 208. Scarborough, On. M1H 3E5

Phone: (416) 431-2589 Fax: (416) 431-0904 Email: jquloom@gmail.com Mufti Adam Koya — Head Mufti

Eid Salah during COVID-19

Ms 5 Uomo  dl Jlas acly

Assalamu alaykum,

The Covid-19 pandemic has raised many concerns for Muslims all over the world. Islamic rulings
pertaining to Jumuah have been addressed. In this short writeup, rulings related to Eid Salah are

discussed.

Many acts of worship are carried out on an individual basis. Similarly, Islam has emphasized
communal worship in many instances. For exampie, the reward of the regular five times daily salah is
multiplied 25 or 27 times when Performed in congregation and there is emphasis on straightening the
rows and standing close to one another. Similarly, Jumuah and Eid Salah are communal prayers. Many
scholars have said performing the Eid Salah in an open field is an emphasized sunnah. One of the
reasons behind this is the gathering and unity of the community. Having said that, because of our
current circumstance the following is written. Once the current restrictions are removed, we should

aspire to perform these prayers as a community.
Ruling of Eid Salah and Khutbah

Eid salah is wajib (obligatory) upon every sane, healthy, resident, male, adult. Missing it without a

valid excuse would result in sin.!

The conditions for the Eid Salah are the same as Jumuah Salah®, with an exception of the khutbah
(sermon), as it is an emphasized Sunnah, and the Eid Salah would be legaiiy valid without it.i
However, if one wishes to perform Eid Salah in the prophetic manner," they should also deliver a

khutbah after the salah* (which is necessary to listen to)."

It should be noted that just like Jumuah Salah, it is a condition to have a minimum of four sane adult

males in the Eid Salah."i

Disclaimer: Darul Ifta Jamaiah Qasimul Uloom is a religious body consisting of qualified Muslim Jurists and Theologians. It works voluntarily to resolve personal Islamic Issues for the Canadian Muslim Community. Any legal or civil rights issues
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Therefore, due to the current situation, our advice to the Muslims of the GTA is to perform the Eid

Salah in small congregations wherever logistically possible, with a minimum of four adult males, while

viii

adhering to social distancing laws. Women and children may also join the congregation.

If it is not possible due to the current situation, they will be considered excused from the Eid Salah,
and will not be sinful. There is no substitute for the Eid Salah. However, one may perform two or four
rak’ahs of Nafl Salat al-Duha (voluntary forenoon prayer) individually, without any extra takbeers, in

order to attain reward.*

Sunnahs of Eid

One should still adhere to the remaining Sunnahs on the day of Eid, such as:
1) Eating something sweet after dawn (prior to the Eid Salah).

2) Bathing.

3) Using the miswak (tooth stick).

4) Wearing one’s best clothing.

5) Applying ‘itr (perfume).

6) Making sure that the Sadaqat al-Fitr was given prior to salah.

7) One should abundantly recite the takbeer .4 diﬂj J\{\ ) J\{\ a&\j ) M4 J«{\ ) J\{\ ) inaudibly

(in a low voice).x

Method of Eid Salah and Khutbah

- The time for Eid Salah is about twenty minutes after sunrise until Zawal.*

- There is no Azan or Iqamah for the Eid Salah.*"

- The intention needs to made (in the heart, or verbally, or both): I am performing two rak’ahs
of Eid Salah, with six extra takbeers.*!

- The Imam and congregants will raise their hands for the takbeer tahrimah (first takbir to enter

the salah) and say Allahu Akbar, tie their hands, and recite thana. "
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- The Imam and congregants will then say an additional three takbeers, raising their hands and
lowering them to their sides in the first two, and folding them upon the third.* A slight pause
should be kept between each takbeer.™ (See footnotes for rulings on missing the takbeers)

- The Imam will then recite Surah Fatihah and a surah (preferably Surah 87, al-A’la) out loud,
and conclude the first rak’ah as it would be done in a regular salah. "

- The Imam will begin the second rak’ah with recitation of Surat al-Fatihah and a surah
(preferably Surah 88, al-Ghashiyah). =

- After completing the recital, the Imam and congregants will say an additional three takbeers
prior to ruku’, raising their hands for all three, and letting them go down to their sides after
each takbeer. ™™

- The Imam will then say a fourth takbeer, proceed to ruku’. Then conclude as he would in a
regular salah, and the congregants will follow him.™

- The Imam may then make a du’a, although it is not necessary.™

- Following the salah, the Imam will deliver two Khutbahs (see page 7-8), separating the two by

sitting in between.™" This will conclude the Eid Salah.

and Allah All-Exalted knows best
written by Mufti Abdullah Momla and Mufti Abrar Koya

Checked and approved by Mufti Adam Koya, Mufti AbdulMannan
Mulla, Mufti Amanullah al-Husaini, and Mufti Zakariyya Panchbhaya
Jamiah Qasimul Uloom

Scarborough, Toronto, Canada

May 17, 2020
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T Note: One of the conditions for Jumuah Salah in Hanafi texts is referred to as al-izn al-‘am (general permission). There is a reasonable
amount of discourse regarding this condition. There are various interpretations about what exactly ‘general permission’ entails. After
thorough research the Darul Ifta of Jamiah Qasimul Uloom currently holds the opinion that the condition of a/-izn al-‘am will be
violated, if the objective is to prevent others from joining the congregation itself, not for safety or security reasons. Furthermore, due to
permissibility of holding multiple Eid and Jumuah Salahs, the public will not be deprived of performing their Salah, as many
congregations can be facilitated. While others interpret this condition in others ways, some scholars have not allowed Jumuah Salah at
homes and some have also not allowed it in jails, etc. Each view should be respected. A few references are provided below for students of
knowledge. Since the purpose of this fatwa is not to delve into the academic debate in detail, only a few references are provided:
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Below we provide a list of some scholars who allow Jumuah and Eid Salah in small congregations (at home or otherwise) during the

current restrictions Placed in society to contain COVID-19:

1)  Darul-Uloom Deoband, written by Mufti Mohammad Noman Sitapuri, approved by Mufti Habibur Rahman and others, Darul-Uloom Deoband, U.P. India
(April 1, 2020)

2)  Dar allfta Dar al-Uloom Zakariyya, written by Mufti Muhammad Ilyas bin Afzal Shaikh, Darul Uloom Zakariyya, South Africa (April 1, 2020)

3)  Dar al-lfta Dar al-Uloom Zakariyya, written by Mufti Nafeesur Rahman, approved by Mufti Ridha ul-Haqq, South Africa (March 14, 2020)

4)  MLNadim Ahmed Ansari, approved by Mufti Ahmed Khanpuri (May 14, 2020)

5)  Mufti Marghub Ahmed Lajpuri, UK. (regarding the permissibility of Eid Salah at home) (May 4, 2020)

6)  Mufti Muhammad Rizwan Khan, Idarah Ghufran, Rawalpindi, Pakistan (April 16, 2020)

7)  Darul Ifta, Markaz Ahlus Sunnah, Sargodha, written by Ml Muhammad Ilyas Ghuman (May 16, 2020)

8)  Darul Qasim, written by MLAmin Kholwadia, Chicago, Illinois (March 17, 2020)

9)  Mufti Yusuf ibn Shabbir, approved by Mufti Shabbir Ahmad and Mufti Muhammad Tahir, Blackburn, UK (holds the opinion that both are valid) (March 26,
2020)
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Short First Khutbah
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Second Khutbah
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between parties should be resolved through a court of law. The ruling given herein is based on the religious rulings of Islamic Law and does not have any implications on the Law of the Country. The ruling given is specifically based on the question
posed and should be read in conjunction with the question. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom bears no responsibility to any party who may or may not act on this answer. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom being hereby exempted from any loss or
damage howsoever caused. This answer may not be used as evidence in any Court of Law without prior written consent from Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom. Any or all references, links and mentions provided in our emails, answers and articles
are restricted to the specific material being cited. Such referencing should not be taken as an endorsement of other contents found in those references, links and mentions. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom as a general rule endeavors to answer

questions based on the Hanafi School of Juristic Thought.



