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DARUL IFTA — DEPARTMENT OF ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE
A Division of Jamiah Qasimul Uloom
3482 Lawrence Ave. E, 2™ floor, Unit 208. Scarborough, On. M1H 3E5

Phone: (416) 431-2589 Fax: (416) 431-0904 Email: jquloom@gmail.com Mufti Adam Koya — Head Mufti

Repetition of Janazah Salah during COVID-19

Ms 5 Uomo  dl Jlas acly

Assalamu alaykum,

The COVID-19 pandemic has raised many concerns for Muslims all over the world. Islamic rulings
pertaining to Jumuah and Eid Salah during this pandemic have been addressed prior to this. In this

short write-up, rulings relating to the repetition of Janazah Salah (funeral prayer) will be discussed.
Ruling of Janazah Salah

Janazah Salah is fardh al-kifayah (communal obligation), when some individuals from the community
perform it, the entire locality will be absolved of the responsibility.1 However, it should be noted that
jama’ah (congregation) is not a condition for its validity.? Therefore, if only one person from the

locality performs it, the legal responsibility of the community has been fulfilled.3

The legality of multiple Janazah Salah

Multiple Janazah Salah are being performed due to the current pandemic restrictions on congregations.

According to the Hanafi madhhab, repeating the Janazah Salah is only deemed permissible for the wali
(guardian)* and those unable to attend can perform the Salah with him, if the wali was unable to
participate in the Salah, or if it was performed without his knowledge.> However, this would permit
repeating the Salah once even if there are multiple awliya (guardians) of the same rank.® Therefore, if it

was performed with his consent it would not be permissible to repeat the Salah,” due to the fardh

already being fulfilled.?
This impermissibility is also recorded in the books of Maliki fiqh.9

The Shafi’ee and Hanbali scholars permit the performance of a second Janazah Salah for anyone who

did not participate in the first one.X

Disclaimer: Darul Ifta Jamaiah Qasimul Uloom is a religious body consisting of qualified Muslim Jurists and Theologians. It works voluntarily to resolve personal Islamic Issues for the Canadian Muslim Community. Any legal or civil rights issues
between parties should be resolved through a court of law. The ruling given herein is based on the religious rulings of Islamic Law and does not have any implications on the Law of the Country. The ruling given is specifically based on the question
posed and should be read in conjunction with the question. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom bears no responsibility to any party who may or may not act on this answer. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom being hereby exempted from any loss or
damage howsoever caused. This answer may not be used as evidence in any Court of Law without prior written consent from Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom. Any or all references, links and mentions provided in our emails, answers and articles
are restricted to the specific material being cited. Such referencing should not be taken as an endorsement of other contents found in those references, links and mentions. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom as a general rule endeavors to answer

questions based on the Hanafi School of Juristic Thought.



Page 2 of 28

Some Hanafi scholars, such as Mufti Muhammad Nizamuddin A’zami, allowed the wali to repeat the
Janazah Salah even if he purposely did not participate in the Salah." However, most texts mention that

a wali cannot repeat the Janazah Salah if they gave someone explicit or implicit permission to lead."

A question may be posed here regarding the Sahabah z2: performing multiple Janazah Salah for the
Prophet &, as this seems to prove permissibility. However, Hanafi scholars have given multiple

answers to this:

1) This was exclusive to the Prophet % and this exclusivity can be proven in multiple ways (as the
following only occurred with the Janazah of the Prophet £):

a) The method of how it was performed, i.e., it was performed individually without an
Imam."

b) It is recorded to be performed for two or three days.'*

¢) The Janazah Salah upon the Prophet 4 was an individual obligation. Therefore, the
obligation was not fulfilled until every individual performed it.'>

d) One Janazah was not performed due to every companion’s desire to be the Imam.*

2) The Sahabah performed the Janazah Salah while Abu Bakr &5 was busy dealing with other
matters. The Salah was not repeated once Abu Bakr @ performed it because he was the
khalifah (caliph).”

3) The Sahabah @ did not perform the actual Janazah Salah, rather they made du’aa.’® This
opinion is not relied upon as mentioned by some scholars."

4) All of the Sahabah ;#; wanted to acquire direct blessings by praying individually without
having to follow anyone.”

5) The Sahabah ;85 were instructed by the Prophet #& himself not to perform the Salah
together.”!

6) The Sahabah 8 who returned to Madinah after the Prophet’s demise, or the pious

predecessors would have repeated it had it been permissible. However, there is no such

record.?

Another narration that is cited can be found in Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih al-Muslim wherein the

Prophet & performed a woman’s Janazah after the Sahabah 4 already performed it.

The scholars have given multiple answers to this narration:
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1) This was exclusive to the Prophet &, just as the Prophet & performed Salah on the martyrs
of Uhud many years later.*

2) The Prophet #ghad the right to repeat the Salah even though it had already been performed
because he was the wali of everyone in Madinah.”

3) The Prophet % repeated the Salah because he prevented the Sahabah s from performing it
upon anyone prior to informing him.*

4) The fardh of the Janazah could only be fulfilled if the Prophet & himself performed the
Salah.”

5) It was performed by the Prophet # for extra blessings and to fill the grave with light.28

Another incident cited is the narration wherein the Prophet & performed seventy Salah upon his

uncle, Hamzah 5.
The scholars have given two answers to this:

1) It was coincidental, i.e., the body of Hamzah @ remained in front while the Janazah Salah for
each martyr of Uhud was performed.

2) The word Salah is being used in its linguistic meaning of du’aa (supplication).29

There are some cases reported of multiple Janazah Salah being performed upon certain scholars of the
past, such as Shah Abdul Aziz Dehlawi and Qadhi Mujahid al-Islam. However, when Maulana Aziz al-
Rahman was asked regarding Shah Abdul Aziz, he clarified that this act (if assumed to be true) does
not serve as evidence in the Hanafi madhhab for the validity of multiple Janazah Salah.3* Furthermore,
when Mufti Khalid Saifullah Rahmani (a student of Qadhi Mujahid al-Islam) was asked about his
teacher, he responded that the wali has the right to repeat the Janazah Salah (if performed without his

permission or attendance).?'

If restrictions on outdoor gatherings are more relaxed and allow more congregants, Janazah Salah
should be organized outdoors where logistically possible while adhering to public health guidelines and

regulations.
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Do restrictions create permissibility out of necessity?

Although COVID-19 restrictions have created a certain degree of leniency in some issues, there is no

apparent need to allow multiple Janazah Salah, especially when it is not proven from a jurisprudential

standpoint. Therefore, it can be concluded that the desire to participate in the Janazah would not

permit multiple Salah due to the absence of a real need. Rather, the fardh will be fulfilled by the first

congregation and a second or third Janazah Salah will not be permitted. However, one may do the

following if they were unable to attend the Janazah Salah:

1) Make du’aa for the deceased.®

2) Recite some Qur’an or give charity on their behalf.

3) Reach out to their loved ones.??

and Allah All-Exalted knows best

written by Abdullah Momla and Zakariyya Momla

Checked and approved by Mufti Adam Koya, Mufti Abrar Ahmed Koya,
Mufti Irfan Desai, Mufti Zakariyya Pachbhaya, and Mufti Amanullah
Husaini

Jamiah Qasimul Uloom

Scarborough, Toronto, Canada

Jan 1, 2021

Agreed upon by the following local scholars:

Mufti Abdul Hai Patel, Mufti Abdullah Mangera,
Mufti Hidayatullah Sherzad, Mufti Ismail Kotwal,
Mufti Usman Patel, and Mufti Yusuf Lulat
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between parties should be resolved through a court of law. The ruling given herein is based on the religious rulings of Islamic Law and does not have any implications on the Law of the Country. The ruling given is specifically based on the question
posed and should be read in conjunction with the question. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom bears no responsibility to any party who may or may not act on this answer. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom being hereby exempted from any loss or
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Translation of a voice clip from Mufti Khalid Saifullah Rahmani

Since according to the Ahnaaf before the guardian performs the Janazah Salah multiple Salah can be performed.
Therefore, in the scenario mentioned by you (multiple small congregations due to COVID restrictions) there should
be some leniency to perform it multiple times. Although there was no imam out of respect for the holy prophet i,
however the Sahabah ;38 performed multiple Janazah Salah upon the holy prophet £ in small groups. Multiple
Janazah Salah were also performed upon some of our predecessors. Furthermore, we are in unprecedented times,

therefore it should be permissible. And Allah knows best.
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