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1 QUESTION

Salam Mufti Sahib,
Hope you’re doing well. What is the ruiing on consuming insects such as snails etc. and insect by products?

[ sic] [Personal info removed]

2 ANSWER
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Assalamualaikum,
After receiving your inquiry, we have reviewed all pertinent material. Our position in your case is as follows:

According to the Hanafi Madhab all animals that do not have ﬂowing blood (dam saail) i.e., blood that
gushes out at the time of slaughtering, are impermissible for consumption. Cold blooded land animals, such as
snakes, lizards, frogs, insects, etc., will fall under this category. Hence, consuming snails and other insects would be
considered impermissible.1 Locusts are excluded from this ruling due to several narrations mentioning the

permissibility of eating them.!

One of the reasons these insects are deemed impermissible is because they fall under the category of

khabaaith’ (against human nature to consume) and this has been made impermissible for us.
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He permits for them what is lawful and forbids them from what is impure (filth/khabaaith). (7:157)

By—products of these insects will be perrnissibie for external use (e.g creams) since they are pure (tahir),

however ingesting such by—products will be impermissible. i

! Insects are also impermissible to consume according to the Shafi’i madhab and Hanbali madhab. According to the Maliki madhab they are permissible to consume
(with conditions).
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Disclaimer: Darul Ifta Jamaiah Qasimul Uloom is a religious body consisting of qualified Muslim Jurists and Theologians. It works voluntarily to resolve personal Islamic Issues for the Canadian Muslim Community. Any legal or civil rights issues

between parties should be resolved through a court of law. The ruling given herein is based on the religious rulings of Islamic Law and does not have any implications on the Law of the Country. The ruling given is specifically based on the question
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posed and should be read in conjunction with the question. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom bears no responsibility to any party who may or may not act on this answer. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom being hereby exempted from any loss or

damage howsoever caused. This answer may not be used as evidence in any Court of Law without prior written consent from Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom. Any or all references, links and mentions provided in our emails, answers and articles
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are restricted to the specific material being cited. Such referencing should not be taken as an endorsement of other contents found in those references, links and mentions. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom as a general rule endeavors to answer

questions based on the Hanafi School of Juristic Thought.
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Shellac

Shellac/confectioner’s glaze is a resin secreted by the female lac bug on trees in the forests of India and
Thailand. Due to it being the insect’s secretion it will have the same ruling as honey in terms of its permissibility to
consume. Some scholars do not allow the consumption of shellac due to the fear that bugs could still be left in the
resin after the filtration process. However, there is a step»by»step process which is used to create shellac which gets rid
of most of the bugs, if not all. Mufti Radha ui»Haq has a detailed fatwa regarding this in which he mentions five

reasons why shellac is permissible to consume:

1) Bugs are deemed impermissibie because it is something that is naturally disliked, but a minute amount
that is left after filtration is not disliked.

2) It is hard to separate every bug so it will be permissible to eat based on general predicament (umoom
balwa).

3) An analogical deduction is made on the honeybee, particles from their bodies are often left in the honey,
but it is still permissibie to eat.

4) The impermissibiiity of bugs is not extracted from a definite independent source. They are oniy
impermissible because they are against human nature to consume.

5) If a complete chemical change (inqilab al-hagiqat) is found, then there is no question about its

permissibility.

Mufti Taha Karaan relates that permissibility is the opinion of all four madhahib in his detailed article on

shellac.”

Carmine

Carmine is also referred to as cochineal, cochineal extract, crimson lake, carmine lake, natural red, and E120.
Carmine is a red food dye made from cochineal, an insect that is found in Peru and the Canary Islands. The bugs are
sun-dried, crushed, and combined with acidic solution to create food and cosmetic colorant.” In principle it is
impermissible to consume insects or its by-products. Based on this, consuming any products containing carmine will

also be impermissible. Oniy external use of such products may be considered permissibie. However, lipsticks
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containing carmine will be deemed impermissible due to high chances of its intake at the time of licking one’s iips or
drinking.
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Disclaimer: Darul Ifta Jafaiah Qasimul Uloom is a religious body consistingof qualified Muslim Jurists and Theologians. It works voluntarily to resolve personal Islamic Issues for the Canadian Muslim Community. Any legal or civil rights Wsues
between parties should be resolved through a court of law. The ruling given herein is based on the religious rulings of Islamic Law and does not have any implications on the Law of the Country. The ruling given is specifically based on the question
posed and should be read in conjunction with the question. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom bears no responsibility to any party who may or may not act on this answer. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom being hereby exempted from any loss or
damage howsoever caused. This answer may not be used as evidence in any Court of Law without prior written consent from Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom. Any or all references, links and mentions provided in our emails, answers and articles
are restricted to the specific material being cited. Such referencing should not be taken as an endorsement of other contents found in those references, links and mentions. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom as a general rule endeavors to answer

questions based on the Hanafi School of Juristic Thought.
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