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1 QUESTION

To: (name removed)
Asww, | wanted to know why we follow local moonlighting instead of calculation based moon sighting.

Is calculation based months proved from quran and hadith. If not then when did it start. Also where is sighting the
moon proven from quran and hadith. Also why dont we follow Saudi Arabia as its the base or origin from where Islam

started.

Jzk khair [sic]

2 ANSWER
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Assalamu aiaykum Molana*****,

After receiving your inquiry, we have reviewed all pertinent material. Our position in your case is as follows:

The issue regarding moonsighting should not cause disunity, hatred, and fights in our masajid. Itis important
to keep in mind that regardiess of what one’s view may be, it does not take them out of the fold of Islam, nor does it
break Islamic brotherhood. Having evidence based intellectual differences is never harmful and is food for thought for
everyone. The differences in the explanation of the Quran and Hadith have been deemed a mercy. Intellectual
differences have been taking Piace since the time of the Sahabah s &) 64 3 and there were no incidents in which their

differences of opinion led to personai attacks. Despite their differences they performeci salah behind one another and

maintained brotherhood.!

As Muslims we must adhere to the commands of Allah and our Prophet Muhammad (42) to the best of our
abilities. It is necessary for us to look for the moon and not use calculations to determine the beginning of the month
by moon birth/ position.ii Deciaring the beginning of a month is not an issue about the existence of the moon, rather it

is an issue of sighting the moon. Allah ta’ala says:
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T]Je)/ ask thee about the new moon. Say, “T]Jey are markers of time for mankind and for ]1&/]'. 7

Imam Abubakr al-Jassas al-Razi mentions in his commentary of this verse that Muslims have agreed that this

verse refers to the necessity of sighting the moon for the fasts of Ramadhan to become compulsory.™ In several sahih

ahadith (authentic prophetic traditions) our beloved messenger Muhammad (%%) commanded us to begin our month

on the physical sighting of the moon and to regard the month as 30 days if it is not sighted:
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Abdullah Ibn Umar s & 2 says | heard Allah's Messenger () saying, "When you see the crescent (of
the month of Ramadan ) start fésting and when you see the crescent ( of the month of Shawwal) stop ﬁsting; and if

"

the sky is overcast (and you can't see it) then regard the month of Ramadan as 30 days.
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Allah's Messenger (&%) said, "The month (can be) 29 m"g/its (i.e. days), and do not fast till you see the moon

"

and if the sky is overcast, then complete 30 days of Sha ‘ban.

The literal meaning of the word ru’yah (43,) is to see with the eye and any meaning other than that is a
metaphorical (majazi) meaning. The Prophet (££) made it clear that if there is an obstruction in the sky (SJ:— [P o)
then to complete 30 days of the month.” From this we understand that the commencement of a month is not declared
by the existence of the moon, rather by its sighting. Astronomers and scientists themselves have multiple opinions
regarding the earliest time the moon can be seen by the naked eye. Other factors, such as atmospheric conditions,
experience of the individual, and location will affect this as well. Due to these reasons as well, calculations do not give
the degree of certainty needed to declare the commencement of a new month.

Those who deem calculations permissible to determine the beginning of a new month use the narration of the

IR

Prophet (4%) in which he says 4J Iy, 35 V'<‘l" (,_; ub which, according to them, translates to %£it is hidden from you,
calculate it.” However according to majority of scholars this translates to “complete 30 days.”" This interpretation is
supported by multiple other ahadith of the Prophet (%) in which he says, ¢§Y s | }t{ e ;.\; # o “If there is obstruction
in the sky complete 30 days”and a hadith in which he clearly states, “do not fast until you see the crescent moon and

do not break the fast until you see it. ”¥i In fiqh terminology, the first hadith would be called a mufassar (implicit) and
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the one clarifying it would be called mufassir (explicit), i.e., the hadith was clarified by the Prophet (

) to mean
‘complete 30 days’¥i It is always better to interpret a hadith through another hadith, rather than interpreting it
p. % y P g P g

viii

ourselves.

Majority of scholars are of the opinion that using calculations to determine the end or commencement of the
month is impermissible. Although contested, some scholars have even claimed a consensus on the impermissibility of

using calculations to determine the Islamic months.™

In Sunan Nasai there is an athar (saying) of Hadhrat Ammar s 4! s, in which he says:

(lajdv.lcan u\.,ofwu Ué\ao.wwdwdll rrllrlab e
“Whoever fasts the on day of doubt, he has disobeyed Abul-Qasim (the Prophet )

If the moon was not sighted after the 29" day (i.e. on the 30 night) of Sha’ban the following day would be
referred to as clall o5 (the day of doubt). If calculations were used to establish a month then this concept would no
longer remain, meaning there would be no such thing as a ‘day of doubt’. When establishing rulings, we must establish

xii

one that enables us to act on as many ahadith as possible.

There is a narration mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari in which the Prophet (%) has told us that “ndeed we are
an unlettered nation, we do not write, nor do we calculate”:
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The rulings of Islam are sent for everyone to follow; the rich, the poor, the lettered, and the unlettered. Not
every Muslim is literate in astronomy and would be able to calculate the beginning or end of a month. Hafiz Ibn Hajar
and other scholars of hadith are of the opinion that .4 in this hadith means calculating the moons cycle to determine

a month. i

Predetermining Islamic months is not the opinion of the scholars of the past who allowed calculations. The
scholars of the past who allowed calculations only allowed it when there was an obstruction in the sky the night they
were looking for the moon.™ This means that they believed a person must sight the moon and calculations would only
be allowed if there is an obstruction in the sky. In this day and age, those who predetermine the months ahead of

time overlook this condition set by the scholars of the past.™
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Why do we use a calendar for salah timings and not calculations for the moon?

Using a watch or a calendar for salah timings does not change any usul (principles), rather it simply confirms
what is already being observed. Proof of this is the fact that if sunset happens at a different time than what was
predetermined, we would adjust the timetable. Using calculations for sighting the moon changes the usul of iooking for
the moon and sighting it with our eyes. Salah becomes obiigatory when the time sets in not when we see the time set
in. Anyone can see when the sun sets, rises, or when it is dawn. If there is any doubt regarding the calendar or watch
everyone can confirm or deny the setting or rising of the sun to figure out if salah time has started/ended. However, if
we use technology to declare the birth of the moon, we will change the usul from sighting the moon to the birth of the

moon and not every muslim is able to deny or confirm this fact.*#

The issues regarding following Saudi Arabia.
There are two opinions regarding sighting the moon:

1) The first opinion is of those who believe in ikhAtilat al-matali (different horizons) i.e., the moon sighting
of specific regions will be taken into consideration.
2) The second opinion is of those believe in jttihad al-matali (one horizon) i.e., that a moon sighting will be

accepted regardiess of where it is sighted in the world.

Those who believe that different horizons are not taken into consideration stipulate specific regions which will
either include Saudi Arabia or not, depending on their criteria. The reason many scholars do not allow the following of
Saudi Arabia’s moon sighting is due to the discrepancies found in the guidelines followed to declare the commencement

of the lunar month.

Umm al-Qura’s (committee in Saudi Arabia in charge of their calendar) criteria to declare the commencement
of a month is based off the birth of the moon, not the sighting of the moon, as required. Umm al»Qura has
predetermined the principie Islamic dates from 1420-1450 A.H, but as mentioned above the majority of scholars who
Permitted calculations oniy permitted it when there was an obstruction in the sky the night they were iooking for the
moon. Umm-al-Qura has mentioned that they adjust the months of Muharram, Ramadhan, Shawwal, and Dhul-Hijjah
if there are reports of eye-sighting. ™ Scholars in Saudi Arabia mentioned to Mufti Taqi Usmani that the Saudi
government has a committee that looks for the moon every month.* However, on their predetermined dates and
adjusted dates there have been many instances when sighting the moon was impossible in Saudi Arabia, and many

scholars, which includes Mufti Taqi Usmani, Mufti Radha»ul»Haq, Mufti Saeed Ahmad Paianpuri, and Mufti Khalid
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Saifullah have mentioned that calculations can be used to reject a sighting i.e., when it is definite that the moon can

not be sighted then the sighting of a few individuals may be rejected."X

What adds to the doubt in the claimed sightings of Saudi Arabia is that it should be possible for other regions
west of them to see the moon as the moon’s Visibiiity oniy increases with time. However, many times, countries west

of Saudi Arabia do not see the moon.

Hence, due to the above-mentioned reason, many followers of these two groups do not blindly accept an

extremely improbable moonsighting in Saudi Arabia.

Was Salam,
and Allah All-Exalted knows best o | j..a.]b (,.Lci dbs D E)
Written by Zakariyya Momla, may he and his parents be forgiven ol \}Jj 4 jw yu‘,n ngsj .Lgd‘ 0y >

el i OWT 2l (LS pal il amesens s i
Checked by Mufti Adam Koya, Mufti Abdullah Momla, Mufti AbdulMannan, g S s el gl | i
Mufti Amanullah al-Husaini, Mufti Zakariyya Panchbhaya, Mufti Abrar Ahmed 3Ll U L;‘:il‘ She 94 Al KW L;.é.u Lleesb L S5 6;5_[‘

Koya
Tuesday, February 9, 2021 VEEY 5 =1 (galan (YT oD

ol M) ol 555 g ¥y e ) it sl Yy sl ol (a3l W ol e sl pols B AW e e 2 Aol o 754 3 SVl 5, 5,
odd hoh dacas Al sdn (3 il M) o iy O35 Candh Lail (T 5 ekt Yy colias 51 a6, Lie Zalul oY OMs) ) (g Y e ey AW
P oAl oo 83 2F B K i o2 0 0l G ey Koy sy 0 Pl a0 U8 Yl S ) o) g 2 0 3 ety )

3 OVl ) 2l e Vsl el gl Sl cliomy 2 3 g3y S ppmilly 32U L i 4l Lo oy el B2 3 30ll oy sl L g2
ol 51 YA/Y dale s oy 1 ol
Unity of Ummah, Mufti Muhammad Shafi

(AN A/ (5,50l ) lgolio & Loy 806 lat 300 s e 0l Il osly b ol o tially puldl 51 B IV il o il s
352 G bl el L W1) (Gl ey - o3l 3Ll e - e 5Ll gmy (g ) 3y sla o tially il B UMY ol e o ) 2B
(CAUREWRE ) JA R WY

Disclaimer: Darul Ifta Jamaiah Qasimul Uloom is a religious body consisting of qualified Muslim Jurists and Theologians. It works voluntarily to resolve personal Islamic Issues for the Canadian Muslim Community. Any legal or civil rights issues
between parties should be resolved through a court of law. The ruling given herein is based on the religious rulings of Islamic Law and does not have any implications on the Law of the Country. The ruling given is specifically based on the question
posed and should be read in conjunction with the question. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom bears no responsibility to any party who may or may not act on this answer. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom being hereby exempted from any loss or
damage howsoever caused. This answer may not be used as evidence in any Court of Law without prior written consent from Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom. Any or all references, links and mentions provided in our emails, answers and articles
are restricted to the specific material being cited. Such referencing should not be taken as an endorsement of other contents found in those references, links and mentions. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom as a general rule endeavors to answer

questions based on the Hanafi School of Juristic Thought.



DARUL IFTA — DEPARTMENT OF ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE
A Division of Jamiah Qasimul Uloom
3482 Lawrence Ave. E, 2™ floor, Unit 208. Scarborough, On. M1H 3E5

Phone: (416) 431-2589 Fax: (416) 431-0904 Email: askmufti@jquloom.ca Mufti Adam Koya — Head Mufti
Inquiry#: Category:  Sawm Date Received: 01/13/2021 Date Answered: ~ 02/09/2021
Page 6 of 11

9 b s S5 ol 2 L 5108 g 838 oS 2 ol ool gl o cop il S8y lind o o toly gl 3 IV bl ot of ot
Szt Jom of ol 3% Y, ol 2l 3 158 Jan ¥ &l ovall Sl do Cpm o2 Jpadll 5,8 Jal 33 ) o Sy o0l (8] 5 5 Ll lons
() 2S00 v/ Lasd) goladl) a1l o 3 158 chuds

o Dt Jom o all 552 Y pladl B o Y Zball @ e ol o ppall oy 3 Sl (Bl s 550 Y5 24 9) il 3 il s 30 Y s
o tphss el ) Jlo il ssLad) Sl pldlly il 5 8 madl 3 Y 587l S Aol 0550 I 51 il U o "0 3,
Dol 75§ diay 2l s L

2SI o) Slesll gl 3y ) 22 3 o dly B ) e e il e 0y Sl B Lo 8 5530 CLud 8 e olae W) e Sl B b s
saleadly b Oludt Y s olud) ol g e 0 s 25 0 8 pay Sl S8y et e 0 AL IV 3 iy e ) Sl Jgp o s 2 gl
ol oo xSV ALY pliaey UV 5 iy oty ul e el il il il 8 e IS 55 150Uy Y 1 s oy b s 3 ST, (o
oo o8 oy ade ) Lo - Y sslaad) 23y S 18 3l AL O Ole T A o Ll T el o Sl sl ) SII GV #Y Tssleadl Jis e
- 9Y Pl asleally dow o Bl Sl bl el

Gl oy Jodl 3 oy e B o Tolr ade 0y 3930 (Sl 4 Lay o) Ao sl g sl oY e oy ng o 91 JALY 3 4y el o 10l
el 383 o JBy «iSCay USa gl o Yy o6 Y Al Al o Ay 2T ol el it d Ledl ol ol o gy - sy e B Lo - 3l
o 3l (3 ade sl 5u2 Y Sl

Joall gl U3 ol 25 (5] o U3y 1) ) SISt o s 3 Mooy oS o2 W A1 Y 4] e ity 06 salad) Y, g Sl a5 2l YY),
o o8 iy cohg e sleel b sl pilall par oloy Ll e 28 e VT s 0 OB A (3 S 8y e e Sl 3 N Sl
3o Yy g UaYly el oy 3 bpall G I AW st oy dm ol il e B F e el ade 3 13) (A ey M o874 Jolie
(a3 £ AN Glall ple oY 1) L obd Jo sloot Yl paladly sl ) Gae F el sl a3l K601 a2 0 i by 49

2y b ) ey ‘U&bé’éyﬁmé’éy”@)\c“\rv“:“oﬁfm@‘tém“ﬁ'“"u}\)&-h"\“@ﬁ B peld ) o) Ol sl Y

Fob sy g ok Vo (M s o pesai Vet plinilloly) e (ae & v@y"’\ Ma ke o Zelly ‘M s u‘f))}\ 4505 ol ) Al
A U sy e st 5,08 ohas + By colinny oo g A 13 23 5 1 i 0T ) e gy ol 03,08 i £ L8 o 1,88 Sl
Sblg M Loy 838 20l ol dl 19,08 solino o] ya iy ALY gemy Kavo sl oladly s ] a3 silly <pans oo 28, Al e Blas &
(T8 YIYVY (Sl il G ) oo 02 7 3 (5551 053 LIS 55 511 ol

Tl g e Ja

U Lo ol sl JUST ST U9 &3, (5 Tl s Wil e oyl glo glall 3 s 35 o e Y ol 5l e o Yo ol U Y
ol o aail) Ladladl (il y RS e 23 (51, 0 Wy ol T (3 T 0 Wiy cdave e ol B 35 selp e Lase 80 58 el U3
(5l Egudd s £YV/Y (b ) ol da Y

DIl

o 196 B (s Vi § s fy )l (S50 ol G plinn ol o o illy gl ol o 8 Nyt ST 2 cpd) e 25
o @) b by I b oS CaSS N A, e e 3y £l GE)) e s the oY (gl s 2 b ol Y ey Y g I M)
(3,0l Coudl 15 €YY (b o)) s G W Calie

23 A ST eadls & gl DL ol oy obgp el ) 4 Jle als golad) S lodlly Vo 19673y Ol e g ol oS Ui ez Y,
((\n\J\;)L@L YW SRR 2 VARWE AW S O AP Jolls 5 o) ey 4l ol sl

Regarding sighting the moon, the opinion of an astronomer can not be relied upon, therefore we can not declare a sighting according to
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astronomers research, it can not establish a definite (qati) ruling. Majority of times there is a difference of opinion between themselves.
However, it is permissible to use calculations to deny a moonsighting not to affirm one. As for whatever is definite (yaqini) it is

permissible to take aid from. (Y£\/Y LS OLJ\ 3 sskd)
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Ibn Umar (Allah be pleased with both of them) reported Allah's Messenger (&) mentioning Ramadan:
Do not fast till you see the new moon, and do not break fast till you see it; but if the weather is cloudy calculate about it.
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Ibn Umar reported that Allah's Messenger (28) mentioned Ramadan and with the gesture of his hand said:
The month is thus and thus. (He then withdrew his thumb at the third time) i.e., 30 or 29 days. He then said: Fast when you see it, and
break your fast when you see it, and if the weather is cloudy regard it (the months of Sha'ban and Shawwal) as thirty days.
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Disclaimer: Darul Ifta Jamaiah Qasimul Uloom is a religious body consisting of qualified Muslim Jurists and Theologians. It works voluntarily to resolve personal Islamic Issues for the Canadian Muslim Community. Any legal or civil rights issues
between parties should be resolved through a court of law. The ruling given herein is based on the religious rulings of Islamic Law and does not have any implications on the Law of the Country. The ruling given is specifically based on the question
posed and should be read in conjunction with the question. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom bears no responsibility to any party who may or may not act on this answer. Darul Ifta Jamiah Qasimul Uloom being hereby exempted from any loss or
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* Even modern day scholars (1320H-1380H = 1902-1960) such as Ahmad al-Ghumari set this condition.
3L rxubr@M\mdjd\uu\jsr‘\A sy Wbl gas o B30 ol DL ol e Ly FEARY RN \{h»\u\bﬁuuhﬂ\jrﬁ\u?jd;
(u,..)u\ Iy oY~ o\'/\ k.f)\(‘j\ .\.E-Y JUﬁy\j ryaj\ d M A?}J JUaN 49}:) M 4“’ d Y (3’5 ‘\“’ d vué u)g.. Q’ Lv(:\lj U\—AA’

BRIl djfdl\j (.»l Jjé,\i"-‘V'J&\ZJ\J}L>}\ﬁ\ﬁ)4&§ﬂémbdm\ﬂyw@ﬂdw Bylao o Slud) Js 13 1 il Jaml),
o o oludt o 1oy ol g 30 S g2l iy pea sl lesd IS Blie ke ol gy 33 Dl ol Uiy et ulactd N 8 e
~ﬁyb»’-ﬁj&54~f@%‘%rﬂ@>w$¢”\& s e b st o soldall il g cost S b Ly Jlo oSSy A 2 SO
() o VAN YT Seadh ) 3 o) ol (8 2oVl T 2y Jally 4 e ) U 52y <55 131

4 For further details regarding this please see Sh Hamza Yusuf’s Cesarean Moon Births.
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Regarding sighting the moon, the opinion of an astronomer can not be relied upon, therefore we can not declare a sighting according to

their calculations. Shariat has made fasting and eid dependant on the sighting of the moon. Therefore, no matter how extensive

astronomers research is, it can not establish a definite (qati) ruling. Majority of times there is a difference of opinion between themselves.

However, it is permissible to use calculations to deny a moonsighting not to affirm one. As for whatever is definite (yaqini) it is

permissible to take aid from. (Y£\/Y Lf) OLJ\ 3 sskd)
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Summary of a conference that took place in Saudi Arabia with Mufti Taqi Usmani in attendance:
1)  Calculations can not be used to confirm or reject a sighting.
2)  Calculations can be used to confirm or reject a sighting since technology has advanced to the extent where it is possible to do
this.
3) Calculations can not be used to confirm a sighting however it can be used to reject a sighting. Majority of the attendees of the

conference agreed with this opinion.

http://www.deeneislam.com/ur/print_ content.php?CID=2055
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